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SHOW PREP

Firstly I believe that if you notice a promising youngster in nest feather, then
its preparation begins there.

When a youngster has completed its first moult, you will notice that the main
throat spots are bigger than before that moult. So my little trick was to pull
those spots out whilst they were still very young - then they would grow back
larger and THEN when the juvenile moult takes place the spots have gone up
by two sizes so to speak.

SPRAYING

Everyone’s different and it depends on time etc. But I used to select my show
team at least FOUR WEEKS prier to the first show. And place them in as
long a cage as possible i.e. 3-4 cages in length. I segregated the cocks from
the hens to minimise fighting. Also I found that the cocks would pair up with
a mate in this time, so I didn’t have an odd number again for the fear of
fighting. Even if it meant that I was preparing a bird that wasn’t going to be
entered.

These were taken two at a time (each two friends) in an old show cage with
holes in the bottom, outside and hung on a hook and sprayed until soaked
with tepid water. Then returned to their accommodation out of the elements
to preen and dry off. This was done daily. As the days move on and they
become more conditioned, they don’t get wet anymore because the bird has
built up a waterproof barrier. This is when they are fully conditioned. I have
often turned the cage upside down to tip the water out with the bird still on
the perch so as to STEADY it.

SHAMPOOING

Now, why shampoo a bird one may ask, what is the point? I have overheard
many a conversation at a show where exhibitors say “I only pulled it out of
the flight last night or this morning” and it doesn’t win its class, and as you
know if you don’t win the class then it goes no further.

So again why shampoo?

Well my granddaughter asked me this very question when she was about 8/10
years old. And I told her this:

Take a look at my birds, look closely and remember them as if taking a
photo, go and watch that video and I’ll be with you in about half an hour.




